By-Laws

of

KENTUCKY COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION, INC.

as amended March 22, 2011
ARTICLE I

Section I

The name of this Association shall be the KENTUCKY COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION, INC.

Section II

The principle office of the Association shall be located at the place of business of the President of the Association.

ARTICLE II

Declaration of Objects and Code of Ethics

Section I.  Objects.  The objects of this association shall be to evaluate and maintain a high and technical standard of collection services; to promote the honorable and fair dealing of licensed collection agencies in cities where licenses are required by law. To foster and  promote respect for and confidence in the profession; to regulate practice; prescribe ethics; and to enforce proper conduct among its members.

Section II.  Code of Ethics.  The code of Ethics adopted by ACA International and annexed hereto shall  be enforced in the rules of procedure.

ARTICLE III

Membership

Section I.  Qualifications.  Any collector or collection agency operating in Kentucky may become a member of this association as hereinafter provided.

Section II.  Attorneys.  Any attorney licensed to practice in this state is eligible for membership provided that at least fifty  percent of their working time or the working time of the firm is directly related to collection activity.

Section III.  Credit Reporting Companies.  There shall be a special division of this association known as the Credit Reporting Division. Any person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of providing consumer and/or commercial credit reports to credit grantors, but not engaged in the collection of past due accounts may become a member of this Division by making application in the 
same manner as regular members, provided:

1)  That their reporting activity is sufficient to properly identify them as part of the of the credit reporting industry, and


2)  That they have  complied with all Federal  laws and those statutes and ordinances of this State and of County and Municipality that apply to the activities in which the applicant engages.

Application may also be made in the same fashion by any credit reporting office under the same ownership as a regular member, whether located at the same address or at a separate address, provided it is within the geographic area of this association.

Continued membership in this Division shall be governed in the same fashion as for regular members, except that it shall be a prerequisite of credit reporting members under the same ownership as a regular member that the regular membership be maintained. The purpose of this Division shall be to provide its members with suitable services and to broaden the store of knowledge in the credit and collection field for all members. Members shall pay dues as established by the Board of Directors, shall be entitled to register for all meetings of this Association and to such other benefits as the Board of Directors may decide. Membership in this Division shall not confer the right to vote in any matters except those directly affecting the Division.

Section IV.  There shall be three classes of membership:  Active, Associate and Honorary.


A.  Active Members.  Any person, firm or corporation operating in the state of Kentucky who shall be actively engaged in the collection business, and when the law so requires, shall be duly licensed to do business as a collection agency, may become an active member of our association upon election to membership as herein later set forth. If an individual, co-partnership or corporation shall maintain more than one office, each office may become a member of our association.


B.  Associate Members.  Any person, firm or corporation, actively engaged in the collection business in any state other than Kentucky, who is already an ACA member, may become an associate member of our association by a majority vote of the Board of Directors of KCA. Any active member operating any branch offices, said branch offices shall be classed as associate members. Associate members shall have all privileges of the active members except that of voting or holding office.


C.   Honorary Members.   The Board of Directors, at a duly organized meeting, may elect individual persons to honorary membership by a two-thirds vote of the members present. Candidates for Honorary membership may not be active in the collection industry. Honorary members shall be exempt from payment of any fees whatever, and shall be entitled to all the privileges of regular membership except the right to vote or hold office.


Section V.  Application for Membership.  (1) Membership in the Kentucky Collectors Association is contingent on holding membership in ACA International. Applications for Membership for Kentucky Collectors Association shall be submitted on the official membership application forms to ACA International. Upon receipt of the application forms properly completed and signed, and accompanied by the amount of fees required, ACA International shall notify the Membership Chairperson of KCA. The Membership Chairperson shall review the application to confirm that the application meets all the membership requirements of KCA. 
If the application raises concerns from the membership of KCA, the Executive office of ACA International shall be advised of these concerns by the Membership Chairperson of KCA regarding this application for membership in our association.

At the same time the secretary shall notify (a) the applicant of his acceptance, (b) our president, and (c) the editor of our official publication. In the event an applicant is denied membership, the secretary shall promptly notify the Executive Office of ACA International, our president, and the applicant and return the fees which accompanied his application.

Section VI.  Resignation.   Any member may withdraw from the association at any time by mailing a written resignation to the association's president or to the secretary.

Section VII.  Expulsion.  The membership of any active member or any associate member may be terminated by a resolution passed by a majority vote of the Board of Directors if any such member:


1.  Fails to pay annual dues, or


2.  Becomes bankrupt or insolvent, or


3.  Fails to observe and comply with the By-Laws of the association as may be amended from time to time and is then in force.
Section VIII.  Change of Ownership.  Membership in this Association shall not be transferable. Upon change of ownership or controlling interest, the membership shall automatically terminate. Membership may be conferred upon the new owner only by application as hereinabove provided.

ARTICLE  IV

Officers, Board of Directors, Their Election

Section I.  Elective Officers.  The elective officers of this association shall consist of a president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer, a national director, alternate national director and four directors. One person may hold the offices of secretary and treasurer. They shall be elected by the members of the association, at a  convention assembled each year and shall hold office until the next convention or until their successors have been elected and qualified to serve until the next annual meeting. Any active member of this unit in good standing shall be deemed qualified to hold any office in this association. The official program of the annual convention shall indicate the day and hour for nomination and election, and shall be changed only in accordance with the rules governing convention procedures.

The majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for election. The president shall appoint the nominating committee at least 30 days in advance of the annual meeting date at which the election is to be held. Nominations may also come from the floor on the day of election.
Section II.  Board of Directors.  The governing body of this association shall be called the Board of Directors, and shall consist of elected officers, namely president, vice-president, and secretary-treasurer, four directors, and the immediate past president ex-officio.

The term of the office of the directors shall be four years, one to be elected each year. Majority vote of the members present constitutes election by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V

SECTION I.  Quorum.  Seven members in good standing shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at an annual convention or special meeting.

Four members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for any transaction of board meeting business.

ARTICLE VI

Duties of President


1.  President.  To preside at all meetings, to be the executive officer of the association and chairman of the Board of Directors, to sign all official documents, to appoint all committees not otherwise provided for, to supervise generally all of its affairs.


2.  Vice President.  To advise with and assist the president and to perform the duties of the president when he/she is absent or in any manner unable to act.


3.  Secretary.  To record and keep the minutes of each meeting of the Board of Directors, of all meetings and of the annual convention of this association, to process all membership applications, to collect all annual dues, to take care of the correspondence of that office, to notify members of the Board of Directors of regular or special meetings, to present all questions upon which the rule of the Board is necessary, to receive and count all ballots by mail, to announce all decisions by the Board and to perform such other duties as pertain to the office of secretary.


4.  Treasurer.  The treasurer shall have charge of the funds of this association and of their disbursement under the direction of the president and shall sign all checks of the association. The treasurer shall open a checking account in any bank of their choosing in the name of the association, subject to their signature; they shall deposit and account for all monies received from the association from any source and make an accounting of the receipts and expenditures at the annual convention and at Board meetings, when called upon to do so. His or her books shall be open at all times to the officers of the association and also to the annual inspection of the finance committee, and their annual report shall be accompanied by the proper vouchers; and they shall furnish a bond at the discretion of the Board of Directors in an amount not to exceed $1,000. The premium for said bond shall be paid for by the association.
ARTICLE VII
Standing Committees
Immediately upon assuming office, the president shall appoint the following standing committees:

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Each committee shall consist of not less than three or more than five members, and they shall serve until the next annual convention of this association. Should a vacancy occur for any reason, the president will appoint another member to fill the vacancy. The president may remove any committee member for cause.

ARTICLE VIII

Duties of Standing Committees


Membership Committee.  The membership committee shall feel the responsibility of enlarging the membership of the association, and shall have charge of all campaigns to secure new members. They shall be provided with supplies of membership forms, reply to all inquiries regarding membership, and lend their efforts generally to acquiring worthy members.


Grievance Committee.  The grievance committee shall consider all complaints made by a member against another member, or by a claimant against any member, when the same shall be made in writing. In case the grievance committee cannot solve the difficulty, or if the complaint is of such a nature as to be grounds for suspending or expelling a member, said committee shall report its findings and recommendations to the Board of Directors who shall hear such complaint.


Finance Committee. This committee shall audit the accounts of the association and the funds in the treasury at least once a year and make a report of their findings to the convention or the Board of Directors. They may for cause order an audit of the Books at any time. This committee shall also be charged with raising funds for the expense of the annual convention.


Public Relations Committee.  They shall be the spokesmen and representatives of the association in all matters relating to controversies between the membership of this association and others. They shall be the diplomatic corps of this association, and it shall be their aim to foster understanding and better relations between the collectors and various other associations.

Legislative Committee.  It shall be the duty of this committee to secure data on all present laws on the Statutes of each state as pertains to our profession, to submit proposed changes for the enactment of new laws to the Board of Directors, to assist where possible the passage of new legislation favorable to the creditor after it approval by the state associations and the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IX

Election, Time, and Place.

Section I.  The annual convention of the Kentucky Collectors Association shall be held at a time and place fixed by the Board of Directors.

Section II.  Special Meetings.  At a call from the president, who shall be chairman of the Board of Directors, special meetings of the Board of Directors or of this association may be called between convention dates, but no business other than that stated in the notice thereof, shall be transacted at any special meeting.

Section III.  Business of Convention.  Business and progress of the convention shall be arranged by a general chairman appointed by the president.

Section IV.  Voting by Mail.  The Board of Directors may without meeting together, transact business by mail, by or with the approval of the chairman. Any measure voted on or any matter transacted by mail must be returned to the secretary within fifteen days from the date of notice. Otherwise a majority of votes received by the expiration of fifteen days shall decide the issue. In cases where a hearing is required by the By-Laws of this association, voting by mail shall not be permitted.

ARTICLE X

Rules and Regulations

The Board of Directors shall have the power to make such rules and regulations as it may deem necessary for the conduct of its business as provided by these By-Laws. To remove any officer or member for cause based upon written complaint as required under the rules of ethical conduct and the procedure of the enforcement of said rules; to hear and determine the truth or falsity of any charges growing out of a complaint of any client or patrons of a member of this association, when referred to them by the Grievance Committee.

ARTICLE XI

Vacancies

Should any member of this association be suspended or expelled, they shall automatically be removed from any office they may be holding in this association, and their office shall be declared vacant. Their successor as a director shall be filled by this association at the next annual meeting, but any office they may have held at the time of their suspension or expulsion, such as president, vice president, secretary or treasurer, shall be filled by the board for the unexpired term. The board may select one of its own members or any member of the association to fill any office declared vacant, as above provided.

Parliamentary Authority

Robert's Rules of Order shall govern.

ARTICLE XII

Dues

The annual dues of this association shall be One Hundred Fifty ($150.00) per year and payable on the first day of ACA's fiscal year (January 1). Those becoming members after June 1 of each year shall pay one-half that amount for the balance of the year.
ARTICLE XIII

Association Emblem

The emblem of this association shall be a triangle with the name Kentucky Collectors Association, and shall have the map of the State of Kentucky crossed by the initials K.C.A.

ARTICLE XIV

Amendments

These By-Laws may be amended at any convention by a majority vote of the members of this association and voting and may be amended between conventions by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. Amendments passed by the Board of Directors between conventions shall only be effective until passed on at the next convention, which shall either ratify or disapprove said amendments as the case may be. Proposed amendments shall be submitted to the secretary at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the convention or special conference. The secretary shall send a copy of all proposed amendments to each member of the association not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the convention.

ARTICLE XV

Voting by Mail

Section I. If at the time set for the annual meeting and election of officers a quorum should not be present, the officers shall be elected under the following plan, viz: The Board of Directors shall hold their meeting and suggest from the roll of members in good standing the names of members to serve as president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, four (4) members for directors, and director and alternate to represent Kentucky on the Board of the American Collectors Association.

The secretary shall then prepare a list of the entire membership, giving their names, the name of their agency and their business addresses, and shall send the list by registered letter to each member within five days after the meeting of the Board of Directors. With this list shall be included the recommendations of the Board of Directors, also a notice to each member asking him to vote for the various offices. Each member is to be furnished a plain white envelope and should be instructed to mark his ballot either for the name suggested or one of his own choosing and not to sign it but seal it in the plain envelope and return it to the secretary.
These ballots must be in the office of the secretary not later than fifteen (15) days after the ballots are mailed to the members. Within ten (10) days after the return date, a meeting of the Board of Directors shall be called by the president and the envelopes opened. The outer envelopes are to be destroyed before any votes are counted, then the ballots in the white envelope shall be tabulated, the members receiving the majority of the votes cast for each office shall be declared elected. If for any reason the president fails to call a meeting of the Board of Directors within the ten (10) days after the time limit for voting, the vice-president shall do so.

Section II.  By action by the Board of Directors, any question can be submitted to the entire membership for their decision. The method of voting as in section one, article fifteen shall be followed.
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